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INVERSION by Lawrence Nault 

Book Club Discussion Guide 

Summary 

“Inversion” is a captivating work of speculative fiction that blends environmental themes 
with a gripping narrative. As a series of unprecedented volcanic eruptions trigger the 
formation of a mysterious ice shell around the Earth, the story follows a diverse cast of 
adult characters as they grapple with the drastic transformation of the planet and the 
emergence of long-extinct prehistoric creatures. 

Content Advisory 

Note: This book contains mature content, including: 

• Depictions of violence  

• References to suicide and grief  

• Intimate/sexual scenes between adult characters 

This discussion guide is intended for adult book clubs and readers. 

Discussion Topics 

1. World-Building 

• Analyze Nault’s approach to creating wonder and unease around the ice shell 
formation 

• Identify striking aspects of the novel’s setting and atmospheric qualities 

• Connect the speculative premise to real-world environmental concerns 

2. Character Development 

• Examine main characters’ personal journeys and crisis responses 

• Explore evolving relationships, including intimate dynamics 

• Discuss portrayals of: 

– Leadership 

– Decision-making 

– Human adaptation 
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3. Themes and Symbolism 

• Key Themes: 

– Environmental fragility 

– Life’s interconnectedness 

– Human response to the unknown 

• Symbolic Elements: 

– Ice shell significance 

– Prehistoric creatures 

– Environmental transformation 

• Real-world Parallels: 

– Environmental challenges 

– Scientific discoveries 

4. Scientific Speculation 

• Analyze scientific plausibility 

• Examine: 

– Geological processes 

– Atmospheric changes 

– Environmental disruption 

• Consider implications of: 

– Earth’s hidden interior 

– Modern/prehistoric life coexistence 

5. Ethical Considerations 

• Explore character dilemmas 

• Discuss institutional responses: 

– Government roles 

– Scientific institutions 

– Public reaction 

• Examine: 

– Personal priorities 

– Societal responsibilities 

– Crisis management 

6. Mature Content Analysis 

• Discuss integration of intimate scenes with narrative 

• Analyze violence portrayal and psychological responses 

• Consider themes of: 

– Grief 

– Loss 

– Human condition 
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7. Comparisons and Connections 

• Compare to similar works: 

– “The Ministry for the Future” - Kim Stanley Robinson 

– “The Road” - Cormac McCarthy 

• Analyze: 

– Thematic approaches 

– Narrative techniques 

– Environmental perspectives 

Discussion Questions 

1. How effectively does Nault blend scientific speculation with human drama? 

2. Which character’s journey resonated most strongly with you? 

3. How does the mature content contribute to the overall narrative? 

4. What role does the ice shell play as both physical barrier and metaphor? 

5. How do the intimate relationships reflect broader themes of human connection? 

6. What ethical questions raised by the book remain unresolved? 

Key Elements for Discussion 

Environmental Themes 

• Global transformation 

• Human impact 

• Natural world resilience 

Character Elements 

• Personal growth 

• Relationship dynamics 

• Crisis response 

Scientific Aspects 

• Geological changes 

• Atmospheric science 

• Prehistoric life 

Psychological Elements 

• Trauma response 

• Intimate connections 

• Survival instincts 

Note: This guide can be adapted based on your book club’s preferences and comfort levels 
with mature content discussion. 


