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INVERSION by Lawrence Nault 

Teacher’s Guide 

Introduction 

“Inversion” is a work of speculative fiction exploring environmental themes, scientific 
exploration, and human resilience. This guide provides instructional strategies for 
incorporating this novel into appropriate curricula while addressing its mature content 
thoughtfully. 

Content Advisory 

Important: This novel contains mature content including:  

• Depictions of violence  

• References to suicide and grief 

• Intimate/sexual scenes between adult characters 

Note: Thorough review, parental consent, and open communication recommended before 
classroom use. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English/Literature 

• Narrative structure analysis 

• Character development study 

• Literary technique examination 

• Thematic exploration: 

– Environmental stewardship 

– Human adaptation 

– Human condition 

• Mature content analysis 

Science 

• Scientific plausibility analysis 

• Environmental and geological concepts 

• Prehistoric species emergence 

• Evolution implications 

• Crisis response technologies 
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Social Studies 

• Environmental catastrophe impacts: 

– Political 

– Economic 

– Social 

• Ethical dilemma analysis 

• Global themes: 

– International cooperation 

– Government crisis response 

– Globalization effects 

Instructional Strategies 

1. Pre-screening and Preparation 

• Complete content review 

• Identify sensitive material 

• Develop discussion strategies 

• Consult with: 

– School administration 

– Counselors 

– Parents/guardians 

2. Parental/Guardian Communication 

• Content and theme information 

• Material review opportunity 

• Feedback channels 

• Opt-out options 

• Open communication emphasis 

3. Content Discussions 

• Frame sensitive topics thoughtfully 

• Encourage critical analysis 

• Explore: 

– Ethical dimensions 

– Psychological aspects 

– Narrative purpose 
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4. Trigger Warnings and Support 

• Provide advance warnings 

• Offer alternative activities 

• Ensure access to: 

– School counselors 

– Mental health resources 

– Support systems 

5. Inclusive Approach 

• Consider diverse perspectives 

• Address representation: 

– Gender 

– Sexuality 

– Race 

– Identity 

• Facilitate inclusive discussions 

6. Supplementary Materials 

• Provide additional resources: 

– Environmental information 

– Mental health support 

– Literary criticism 

• Include diverse perspectives: 

– Additional texts 

– Films 

– Media resources 

Implementation Guidelines 

Classroom Preparation 

• Review material thoroughly 

• Plan discussion strategies 

• Prepare support resources 

• Create inclusive environment 

Discussion Management 

• Set clear expectations 

• Establish safe space 

• Monitor student comfort 

• Maintain respectful dialogue 
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Assessment Considerations 

• Multiple perspective opportunities 

• Alternative assignment options 

• Sensitivity to personal boundaries 

• Focus on learning objectives 

Support Resources 

For Teachers 

• Content review guides 

• Discussion frameworks 

• Professional development 

• Administrative support 

For Students 

• Counseling services 

• Mental health resources 

• Alternative materials 

• Support systems 

For Parents/Guardians 

• Content summaries 

• Communication channels 

• Resource lists 

• Opt-out procedures 

Note: This guide should be adapted based on:  

• Grade level appropriateness  

• School policies  

• Community standards  

• Available resources  

• Student needs 


